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or gouds and/or services.

URA says it has already recovered
Shs60 billion from VAT tax fraud-
sters of that nature and says it is set
to commence criminal investigations

ing local directors (by virtue of hav-
ing indigenous names), while others
have bothlocal and foreign registered
owners.

Evading VAT in this way is esti-

neow vJmpanies ha\/e set up Shop in
Uganda and are involved in different
types of businesses, ranging from re-
tail trade to handling major construc-
tion projects.

China is also one of Uganda’s larg-
est sources of imports, with goods

annually.

The tax body’s list has also raised
questions on the capacity of some in-
dividuals and companies regarded as
foreign investors, who President Mu-
seveni and his government have heen
keen to woo for decades.

Disaster. A police fire brigade truck arrives at Makerere University to put out fire that
gutted the university's Mary Stuart Hall yesterday. courTESY PHOTO
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Makerere’s Mary Stuart Hall catches ,
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KAMPALA. An early morning fire
engulfed the ground floor of Maker-
ere University’s Mary Stuart Hall yes-
terday, causing serious damage to the
14-storey female hall known as “Box”
due to its physical structure.

Makerere University students are
currently on holiday and few of the
hall residents [“Boxers”], who stayed
back, were caught up in the incident,
although no fatality was registered.
Investigators were still combing the

scene and are expected to produce a

report about the cause of the fire.

" However, preliminary reports in-
dicated the massive fire started in a
canteen on the ground floor.
Casualities S S

Earlier reports indicated that three
students sustained injuries as they
escaped the fire, but a statement by
the university management posted
on their -official -twitter page indi-
cated that only two were injured and
are undergoing treatment at the uni-
versity hospital.

ABOUT THE HALL

Construction. Mary Stuart

Hall was completed in 1953 and
named after Bishop Stuart's wife,
who had worked hard for the
betterment of womean education
during her time in Uganda.

An extension to the hall was
completed in 1938,

One of the injureq
identified as Rosette Is(;lz)(iin“ i3y
Third-Year medical student Mairg
fered injuries on the hegq - "h"ﬁhr'-
from jumping off one of tpg - 2Nt
floors as she escaped frop, the &1
The other is Charity Amoj; 5,1
Year Law student. Studem'saalmlrd-
recess from the nearpy LUmSO o
Hall responded immedistq), 2
helped to contain the firo be}oyr 3
police arrived and stoppedis ¢

A statement by police spdkesn
son Emilian Kayima indicates ty,; N
lice’s fire brigade and rescue sen,;g&
was informed on time and seven‘ﬁii
fighting trucks were dispatcheq 1
contain the fire.

Several officials, including Kan-
pala Lord Mayor Erias Lukyz,
visited the scene, toured the affegrag
area and spoke to some of the .
fected students.

Questions will be asked aboyt the
safety measures Makerere Universiy
has in place for its more than 400
students who live on and off campys
after it was reported that there were
no fire protection systems in the
buildings like fire extinguishers.
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